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Under the circumstances, questions regarding the western-
ization of the East or the easternization of the West or the western-
ization of non-Western civilizations, of the good and evil results
arising from such acculturation, do not arise. They do not lend
themselves to answering any more than whether tweedledum is
good for tweedledee.

There is no meaning in asking whether the "West" should be
"easternized" with respect to porcelain, tea, printing, paper, gun-
powder invented by the Chinese; with respect to discoveries of the
Hindus and Arabs in mathematics, science, and philosophy. Simi-
larly, there is no meaning in enquiring whether the "East" should
be "westernized" with respect to the philosophies of Plato, Kant,
Schopenhauer, Spinoza and Dewey, the economics of Adam Smith
and Marx, the scientific discoveries of Galileo, Newton, Darwin, and
Einstein.

Each of these traits was invented by a genius who in one case
was a citizen of China, in another of India, of Arabia, of Greece,
of Germany, the United States and England. But he did not invent
it because he was a citizen of China or other; his genius was not
shared by others, and the invention was not the product of a
national or racial group. China has had many millions of citizens
before then, and since. None of them, except those who had previ-
ously laboured in the same field as the inventor and made thelatter's
work possible, is entitled to share the credit of his invention. Print-
ing was the gift of an individual inventor to the world; he happened
to be a citizen of China. It was not the creation of all the Chinese
of the day. Both Chinese and non-Chinese who have since used
printing had to learn from him. And so with the rest.

If in Asia and Africa and in Europe railroads, telegraph and tele-
phone systems were built by Westerners, it was not because they
were Westerners, but because they were engineers and some of
them geniuses in that line. It is not enough to be a White man to be
able to build railways. At first all railroad engineers were Whites.
To-day there are Japanese, Chinese, Indian and Turkish engineers
as well as White engineers; and there may be African engineers
to-morrow, if they are not there to-day.